CRUSADE OF RICHARD LION-HEART            in
And eight hundred well chosen Turks CG
Sent by the devil for his works,
And more of victuals and supplies
Than one could number or surmise;
Likewise in phials there was Greek
Fire kept, of which men much did speak;
And in the ship were stowed away
Two hundred serpents foul and gray66                                2,180
('Tis written thus, and by him told
Who helped to stow them in the hold)
Which they planned to set free upon
Our host, and spread confusion.
AROUSES THE  SUSPICION   OF THE  ENGLISH
Our galley close to them did steer
So that to touch them it was near;
Our galley-men then gave them greeting,
Being unaware whom they were meeting,
And asked them whence it was they came
And what might be their seigneur's name.                           2,190
They had a French interpreter,
And they made answer that they were
Englishmen on their way to Tyre.67
A wind from Arsur then did spire
Which drove them from the galley's side:
A galley-man who closely spied
The ship and crew, and noted how
With eagerness they fain would row
Away, said to the king: " 'Tis plain,
Fair Sire, may I be hanged or slain                                     2,200
85 The figures for the number of men on the ship vary widely: Beha ed Din (p. 250)
says 650 men; Ibn al Athir (p. 43) says 7005 Ralph of Diceto (II, 93) and Roger of
Hoveden (III, 112) say 1,500.
66 The Eracles (p. 169) mentions the serpents carried in the ship.
67  The Itinerariwn (p. 206) says that they claimed to be Genoese. However, on
p. 205 the Itmerarium had said they pretended to be French. Roger of Hoveden (III,
112) says they declared they were Frenchmen on their way to Acre from Antioch.